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pharmacy shared as well as chemistry. However, this phase
in the process of the evolution was a very gradual one, accom-
panied by ups and downs in the course of four centuries.

As has already been pointed out (p. 17) the distillation of
wine was probably known to the Indians and Egyptians. The
oldest, definite, documentary evidence, however, is to be found
in the Liber ignium ad comburendos hostes, an apocryphal
treatise of the eighth century attributed to a mythical author,
viz. Marcus Grsecus. The directions for making a "water that
will burn" are as follows: "Take black wine, add finely powdered
sulphur, tartar and common salt and place all into a distilling
vessel. Upon distillation you will obtain a water that will burn".
The texts of this treatise found in the library at Paris and in
the University Library at Munich contain the following additional
statement. "The peculiar property of this burning water can be
demonstrated in the following manner: Dip a strip of linen into
this water. When you ignite it a large flame will result. If you
moisten a finger with this water and approach the fire with it,
the finger will burn like a candle without being injured."

In the same treatise Marcus Grascus also describes the
distillation of turpentine oil from turpentine in an alembic.1)
Supposing it to closely resemble the spirit of wine, he likewise
designates it as aqua ardens. The synonymous designation
of both distillates was maintained for a long time. A distinct
difference between the two was possibly not recognized before
the beginning of the seventeenth century. The designation
"Sp/ritus" terpentini, however, is still in use at the present time.

Further mention of the distillation of the spirit of wine is
found in treatise of the twelfth century. One of these references,
viz. the one found in the "Key to Dyeing" may here be mentioned.
The treatise itself is a collection of technical formulas, in part
of Greek, in part of Roman origin, with Arabic addenda. The
reference pertaining to spirit of wine reads as follows:, "When
strong wine is heated with salt in a suitable vessel, a combust-
ible water results, which burns without destroying the substance
on which it burns."

x) "Recipe terebinthinarn et destilla per alembicum aquam ardentem quarn
impones in vino cui applicatur candela et ardebit ipsa." (E libro ignium
ad comburendos hostes.)